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London WILPF Seminar

Womens International League for Peace and Freedom held a seminar in Bloomsbury, London November 5th entitled: "Women into decision making - Achieving peace and economic justice".
The turnout was good, with the attendees all women, except Karl Miller and myself on the ARC stall. The morning discussion centred around exploring ways in which women are making decisions in conflict and post conflict regions; what UN Security Council Resolution 1325 on Women, Peace and Security has achieved and how it can be strengthened. The afternoon discussions focussed on ways in which economic injustices affect women and how they can be empowered and considering whether it is possible to prepare a UN resolution on economic justice and women modelled on UN Security Council Resolution 1325.
There was much interest from attendees in the ARC campaign and how it differs from other peace/disarmament campaigns. We made many new contacts including WILPF Secretary-General Susi Snyder who sent us info about the UN First Committee deliberations and proposals for an Article 26 Resolution to be put to the Security Council, by the First committee, (see link below). WILPF were one of the earliest groups to sound the horn around civil society about the amounts spent on arms and continues to remain a valued coalition member 
 

The role of Disarmament and Development at the UN 
The 2005 discussions at the UN on Disarmament and Development, again took place at the First Committee sessions which deals exclusively with disarmament issues. Building on the Secretary-Generals 2005 Report on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development (UN document A/60/94) many countries commented on the sums of money spent on arms and the pressing need existing for a revaluation of such spending priorities. Below is a synopsis by Karen Tili of NGO Committee on Disarmament, Peace and Security and Susi Snyder of WILPF taken from WILPF ‘First Committee Monitor’ http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/political/1com/FCM05/week1.html#devel :

Disarmament and Development
Many member nations pointed out during the plenary sessions of the First Committee that the estimated US$ 1 trillion in global military expenditures is predicted to grow even higher in the coming years. Developing nations such as Bangladesh, Thailand and the Philippines have urged major military powers to reallocate the resources of military spending to development projects in order to reach the consensual Millennium Development Goals. Many nations commented on the disappointment of the 2005 World Summit Outcome, but the inextricable link between disarmament and development has been thoroughly solidified. Statements during the General Debate of the First Committee this past week strongly reflected the recognition of that link. Ambassador John Freeman of the United Kingdom said in his address on October 3rd on behalf of the European Union, “Development, security and human rights are interdependent and mutually reinforcing.”

The inter-relationship and inter-reliance of development and security have led many nations, both developing and developed, to call on the First Committee to work to ensure development by promoting security. The Holy See, as an observer of the First Committee, urged the Committee to fulfill its duty to disarmament and enhance the process of development throughout the world. 

Disarmament and arms control of small arms and light weapons and the elimination of land mines have been specifically related to development. Burkina Faso discussed how the illicit trafficking of small arms increases insecurity in many regions and threatens all development measures. Mozambique declared that landmines still threaten human life as well as the progress in social and economic development throughout the country. 

Many nations have highlighted the skyrocketing level of military spending and not only call for a reduction in that spending, but a reallocation of those resources to global development projects. Bangladesh urged “all countries, particularly the major military powers to curb their military expenditures and devote part of the resources made available thereby to economic and social development of the developing countries.” The Philippines said, “Financing for development can also be sourced from cuts in military expenditures. This cut-back can facilitate the efforts of developed countries reaching the target of 0.7 percent of GNP for ODA purposes.” 

Not only would resource reallocation benefit the Millennium Development Goals, but furthering development goals would facilitate many of the major issues of security. Ghana said, “It is morally wrong and an indictment on the community of nations that while over 1 trillion dollars is spent annually on weapons of death, half the world continues to suffer from acute poverty and deprivation, the fundamental factors that promote and foster terrorism, the bane of the 21st century. The development goals enshrined in the Outcome Document could be attained with only a minimum fraction of global military expenditure.” While the argument for resource allocation is logical and commendable, governmental budgets do always not link development and security with the same vigor as the dialogue in the international community. Resource allocation is, however, one of the goals outlined in Article 26 of the UN Charter: “to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the world's human and economic resources.” As this has been a year of repeated recognition of the interconnectedness between development and security, perhaps it is time to readjust how Official Development Assistance (ODA) is measured, and instead of a flat percentage based on Gross Domestic Product, the calculation can instead reflect the percentage of GDP spent on military expenditures and be adjusted accordingly. 

Taking article Article 26 to the UN Security Council
There are encouraging calls for taking Article 26 to the UN Security Council illuminated by Felicity Hill of Greenpeace International, at a seminar organised by the Dutch government, in early October this year:
Draft Resolution on Security Council compliance with Article 26

Recalling Article 26 of the UN Charter, the First Committee calls on the Security Council to report on progress made towards the much-needed plan to reduce the human and economic resources that get spent on armaments. 

The First Committee requests that, within one year reports on ways and means for implementing Article 26 are produced by the Office of Legal Affairs, the Department of Disarmament Affairs, individual government submissions, NGOs and other relevant experts.

The First Committee indicates an intention to evaluate the Security Council’s performance and initiatives towards advancing the Article 26 plan to reduce the waste of human and economic resources on weapons during the 2006/2007 General Assembly session 

The First Committee calls on the worlds disarmament experts concentrated in Geneva at the Conference on Disarmament to report on various paths of action that could be taken up to ensure that the Article 26 obligation is fulfilled, in the interests of revitalizing the First Committee to undertake the tasks for which it was created, and revitalizing the Conference on Disarmament which has been blocked for 9 years.

 
Felicity Hill’s full paper can be found at: 
http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/political/1com/1com05/docs/felicityhill1stcomstatement.doc
 

Call for papers and viewpoints
Do you have any details of any events you are undertaking that you would like us and other readers of the ARC update to know about?. We invite you to send us updates, info about actions, meetings and general details about your efforts to enhance international peace and security for inclusion in our literature and or the ARC website which reaches hundreds of people and groups all around the world. 
 

United Nations Institute for Disarmament Research (UNIDIR)  magazine focuses on 'Investing in Security'.
Below is an extract from and a weblink into an article from this months 'Disarmament Forum'-UNIDIR monthly publication. 
'Investing in development: an investment in security'
by Michael Brzoska and Peter Croll.
The MDGs and Human security
None of the eight MDGs, or the indicators attached to them, address conflict, security or peace. Rather, their goals are to: eradicate extreme poverty and hunger; achieve universal primary education; promote gender equality and empower women; reduce child mortality; improve maternal health; combat HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases; ensure environmental sustainability; and develop a global partnership for development. All these are important and worthy goals. And one can well argue that there are sufficient other statements, programmes and processes that address peace and security, beginning with the United Nations Charter itself, where, after all, the organization states its objective to “save succeeding generations from the scourge of war”.2
Still, it is important to recognize the relationships between hard issues of security and conflict and the MDGs. The attainment of the MDGs is influenced by, if not dependent on, progress in increasing security, particularly through conflict prevention and resolution. There are several facets to this link, discussed in more depth below. However, it should also be noted that measures taken to achieve the MDGs have the potential to reduce security.
It is not a new or revolutionary idea to link security and development. Indeed, the Millennium Declaration adopted in September 2000 and from which the MDGs emanated has chapters on peace, security and disarmament, development and poverty eradication, protecting the environment, human rights, democracy and good governance, protecting the vulnerable, and meeting the special needs of Africa. The statement “We will spare no effort to free our peoples from the scourge of war, whether within or between States, which has claimed more than 5 million lives in the past decade” stands beside the statement “We will spare no effort to free our fellow men, women and children from the abject and dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty, to which more than a billion of them are currently subjected. We are committed to making the right to development a reality for everyone and
to freeing the entire human race from want”.3 What is lacking, however, is a concrete programme, similar to the ones developed through the MDG process, for leveraging conflict prevention, postconflict peace-building and conversion, for the attainment of the MDGs.
Not only is it important to understand the contribution of security to achieving the MDGs, the MDGs are also key steps for increasing peace and security. Empirical research has demonstrated the close correlation between the level of economic development and the incidence of internal war.4The likelihood of a war is more than twice as high for countries with an annual per capita income below about US$ 500–1,000 than for countries with a higher income. The argument that reaching the MDGs is vital for international and national security and peace is emphasized in both major reports previously mentioned. The report of the High-level Panel on Threats, Challenges and Change particularly stressed the security threats emanating from state failure. The final report of the Millennium Project argued that “Achieving the Millennium Development Goals should therefore be placed centrally in international efforts to end violent conflict, instability and terrorism”.5

The rest of this article can be found at: http://www.unidir.org/pdf/articles/pdf-art2391.pdf

2. United Nations, Charter of the United Nations, at <www.un.org/aboutun/charter/>.        
3. United Nations, resolution 55/2, UN document A/RES/55/2, at <www.un.org/millennium/declaration/ares552e.pdf>. 
4. See for example P. Collier et al., 2003, Breaking the Conflict Trap: Civil War and Development Policy, New York, Oxford University Press.                                                                                                              
5. UN Millennium Project, 2005, Investing in Development: A Practical Plan to Achieve the Millennium Development Goals, Sterling, VA and London, Earthscan, p. 9, at <www.unmillenniumproject.org>.
 

Disarmament Forum is posted free, to Subscribe go to: http://www.unidir.org/bdd/command_df.php.   
 

       ***ARC SPECIAL OFFERS*** 
 
PEACE NOT WAR DOUBLE CDS VOL 1 AND 2 FOR 6.50 EACH
 
INCLUDING TRACKS FROM:
 
NITIN SAWHNEY, JANES ADDICTION, PUBLIC ENEMY, MS DYNAMITE, ASIAN DUB FOUNDATION, FAITHLESS, ROOTS MANUVA AND MANY MORE 
                                             ALSO
  
 Authentic MAKEPOVERTYHISTORY white bands LUMINOUS OR COTTON at: £1 for 1, £3.00 for 5 and £5.00 for 10. To order contact Fidel ngo@arcuk.org / 07899953977
UPCOMING EVENTS

23 January

NATIONWIDE. Close DESO campaign by Campaign Against Arms Trade. To be launched in London. Campaign Against Arms Trade, 11 Goodwin St, Finsbury Park, London N4 3HQ Tel: +44-(0)20 7281 0297 Fax: +44-(0)20 7281 4369. enquiries@caat.org.uk. http://www.caat.org.uk/
 

27 – 29 January

COUNTRYWIDE. Swords into Ploughshares – Now. WDC Weekend of Services for Peace and Disarmament. Key themes: Countries engaged in Conflict and Peace Processes; Peacemaking Role of Churches and Faith Groups; Tackling the Poverty and Injustices causing Despair and Violence; Building Reconciliation between Divided Communities; The Role of the United Nations and its Agencies. Information from Peace Services, WDC, PO Box 28209, Edinburgh EH9 1ZR

Saturday 28 January
LONDON. School Students Against War National Conference. The Resource Centre, Holloway Road, London N7. http://files.pcadvance.co.uk/ssaw 
Sunday 29 January

LONDON. Mozart 250 Anniversary Concert for Peace. Hinde Street Methodist Church, W1. Organised by Musicians Against Nuclear Arms. MANA Administration, 71 Greenfield Gardens, London NW2 1HU. 020 8455 1030.

30 January
LONDON. Gandhi Foundation:  MultiFaith Meeting at Kingsley Hall, Bromley-by-Bow, early evening. Full details from the Secretary, 21 Fleetwood Court, Madeira Road, West Byfleet, Surrey KT14 6BE, tel: 01932 343614 e-mail: dmoll_gandhifndn@onetel.com
LONDON. Peace Not War: Uniting London with UK hiphop. The best of worldwide Hip Hop brought together with the premium UK flavour by the Peace Not War crew. 9pm - 3am, £10 tickets in advance (www.ticketweb.co.uk), more on the door. For more information contact: katie@peace-not-war.org 07779 276 575. http://www.peace-not-war.org/ 
Friday 3 February
LONDON. Peace not War live music room at the Synergy Project; a five-room spectacular at SeOne Club, with a diverse showcase of positive anti-war musicians. Contact sarah@peace.fm or 07905 514049. http://www.peace-not-war.org/ 


Points On Peace                        
“There is no lasting hope in violence, only temporary relief from hopelessness”. 
Kingman Brewster Jr


"They that can give up essential liberty to obtain a little temporary safety deserve neither liberty nor safety." 
Benjamin Franklin, 1759

"There is no way to peace, peace is the way"
A. J. Muste
"The individual and social investment in weapons - that find their way into the hands of children - must be redirected. The children of the world need books, not guns, education, not war." Michael Douglas – Actor and United Nations Messenger of Peace
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UN High-Level steering group takes forward Disarmament-Development agenda

ARC UN/NGO Liaison Officer Fidel Asante Looks at the signifance of the Secretary-Generals report on the relationship between disarmament and development.

UN Secretary-General Kofi Annans report on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development (RDD) is based on the ramifications of General Assembly resolution A/59/119 and also the recommendations of the 2004 report of the Group of Governmental Experts on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development.

His report mainly details the work that UN agencies, through the coordination of the High-Level Steering Group on Disarmament and Development, (HSLG) have done to take forward the RDD agenda amongst its own agencies and civil society and ngos.

The HLSG was set up in 1999 by Kofi Annan as an “interdepartmental task-force to foster and coordinate the incorporation of a disarmament-development perspective in the activities of the United Nations system”, it was composed of the Under Secretary-Generals for the Disarmament Affairs, Economic and Social affairs and Peacekeeping Operations agencies as well as the Administrator for the United Nations Development Programme.quote……..

Of the 2004 ggred report the hlsg took note of: 

· The role security plays in defining RDD.

· The increased need of development assistance for poorer countries.

· The threat posed by illicit arms. 

· The valuable role of Disarmament, Demobilisation and Reintegration in peace-building, peace-keeping and post-conflict circumstances.

· The need for preventing conflict to avoid the costs of war.

· Increasing awareness of the role of terrorism in preventing development.

· The importance of exercising restraint in military spending as a vehicle for making more resources available for development.

· The role of civil society as partners with govt on RDD

If the concept and the implications of RDD are to be put in practise the work of the hlsg must be both more efficiently resourced and more widely publicised. The report recognises this while also recognising that partner UN agencies must be aware of the work of the HLSG so as to harmonise efforts and not duplicate work already being done.

-R noted that work done by dda such as organising symposium on rdd in march 2004 in New York.

-Dept of Peacekeeping operations organised a ddr initiative involving 13 UN agencies with aim of fostering a “comprehensive and holistic approach” to integrate ddr factors into their programmes.

-DDR units were integrated into UN peacekeeping missions in Haiti and Sudan.

- consider proposing DDR census amongst NGOs in conflict zones in order to more efficiently facilitate undp management best practise on the ground with vital stakeholders 

-discussions are ongoing as how to further structures and institutional frameworks for ddr operations amongst peacekeeping missions involving interagency cooperation with un agencies programmes and funds.

-UN regional centre for dis, peace and development in concert with undp held dd workshop as international awareness raising exercise, in Lima 27-29 september, workshop reviewed 04, ggred the objective was to consider implications of the report(ggred). The event included staff from 24 un offices in the region and personnel from numerous partner organisations working on dis, sec and dev.

*how undp could build on report findings in tandem with other orgs in the region.

*governance norms can be built on development principles such as small arms and light weapons control, security sector reform and transparency and accountability of military expenditures

- ECOSOC taskforce on conflict-prevention, peace-building and development held expert group meeting at UN NY headquarters, involving academics, practitioners + stakeholders on 15 nov 04. aim of meeting was discuss how depts aims  could be more fully integrated into that of the UN with regards to P +D. identified six challenges:

�





The Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC) is campaigning for the states of the UN to agree and implement a legally binding instrument, to reduce the amount of resources spent on arms by between 1 and 5 percent for a period of between 10 and 25 years, and to spend the resources saved on programmes that benefit humanity and the earth. This reasonable proposal is based on Implementing Article 26 of the UN Charter, which the states of the UN have committed “to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the worlds human and economic resources”.








                               THE ARMS REDUCTION COALITION (ARC)


                                                                                        PO BOX, 42567                                                                                                                                            


                                                                         LONDON, E1 2WP, UK


                                           Tel: +44 (0)7903967355 /+44 (0)7776231018


                                           E-Mail: ngo@arcuk.org / info@arcuk.org 


                                                                               Web: www.arcuk.org


                               ARC BRIEF 2, Dec 2005





Arms Reduction Coalition Public Meeting





‘Towards the peaceful use of national


resources in the 21st century’





How can we achieve this? And what is the role 


for campaign groups and civil society?





Monday, 27th February 2006


6–8.00pm


The House of Lords, Room 4





Chair: Lord Peter Archer of Sandwell





Speakers:


Dr Stuart Parkinson - Director of Scientists for Global Responsibility (SGR)





Diana Basterfield – Co-Founder of UK Ministry for Peace    





Vijay Mehta – Chairperson of Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC)                                                                           





Prof. J Paul Dunne – Co-ordinator of Economists for Peace and Security-UK (EPS-UK)                                                                            


  


Prof. Sir Richard Jolly – Chairperson of UNA Board of Directors





Admission Free, All Welcome








