
[image: image1.png]



An Apology - It was 9.2 Million Dead in Africa in the Last 10 Years
Karl Miller July 2005 

In many of my recent articles I have written "Please be mindful of the fact that 4 millions people have died in Africa in the last 6 years due to the effects of conventional arms. 4 millions dead in the last 6 years. " I apologise; I think it would have been more appropriate to say 9 million dead in the last 10 years. Perhaps a more accurate statement would be:

"In considering this proposal, Please be mindful of the fact that 9.2 millions people have died in Africa in the last 10 years (1994 to 2003) due to the effects of conventional arms in conflicts. 9 millions dead in the last 10 years. That’s like the whole of London or New York, or Yokohama and Los Angles, or Sydney and Uruguay, or Ireland and Central African Republic dead in the last 9 years. 9 Million dead, over 70% being civilians; mostly women and children. 9 million dead, yet incredibly, not one person has been prosecuted for supplying the weapons of their destruction and death. It's like legalised aiding, abetting and facilitating mass slaughter of the innocents." Karl Miller

The Millennium Development Goals Report 2005; shows an estimate of the deaths in conflicts 1994-2003.

Estimated number of deaths in Conflicts, 1994-2003

Sub-Saharan Africa
9,210,000 

Developed Region
255,200 

Countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States
138,000 

Southern Asia
1,905,000 

South-Eastern Asia
280,000 

Western Asia
1,320,000 

Latin America & the Caribbean
233,000 

Total
13,341,200 

Source: The Millennium Development Goals Report 2005 . 
Published by UN Departement of Public Information DPI/2390 - May 2005 - 35M
Visit www.millenniumindicators.un.org or www.un.org/millenniumgoals or www.millenniumcampaign.org 

"Efforts to eradicate poverty and hunger are frequently set back by conflict and natural disasters. Hunger and poverty, in turn, can provide fertile ground for conflict, especially when combined with factors such as inequality, and make being prepared to cope with disasters more difficult.
Out of the 13 million deaths in large-scale conflicts from 1994 to 2003, over 12 million were in sub-Saharan Africa, Western Asia and Southern Asia. Not surprisingly, these regions are also home to three quarters of the world's 37 million refugees and displaced persons and the areas where the number of hungry people is growing. In two of these regions - sub-Saharan Africa and Western Asia - poverty is also on the rise."
The deaths in conflicts were twenty times more than the deaths due to natural disasters.

Estimated number of deaths due to Disasters, 1994-2003

Sub-Saharan Africa
39,189 

Eastern Asia
306,520 

Northern Africa
8,421 

Developed Region
50,410 

Countries of the Commonwealth of Independent States
9,034 

Oceania
2,957 

Southern Asia
131,968 

South-Eastern Asia
26,865 

Western Asia
23,327 

Latin America & the Caribbean
70,714 

Total
669,405 

Source: The Millennium Development Goals Report 2005

Where Are the Weapons Coming From
I also apologize if my article give the impression that the UK is the main supplier of Arms to Africa (for example refer to "Prime minister’s Question time Wednesday 6 Feb 2002" in The UN is in Crisis over Africa). In "Arms and Conflict in Africa" (IPPR New Economy September 2004 Volume 11, Issue 3 www.ippr.org/ ) David Mepham and Andy Mclean informs us :

"Weapons flows to Africa come from a variety of different sources - licit and illicit - and through a wide variety of different means. For most of the Cold War period, the patterns of arms transfers was from the superpowers to African allies fighting in proxy wars. After 1990 the pattern changed, with the former Warsaw Pact countries becoming the major source of weapons entering Africa. As these countries reduced their arsenals, and in some cases upgraded stocks for NATO membership, large supplies of surplus military equipment became available for sale to developing countries, including Africa. Economic hardship in Central and Eastern Europe, the lack of effective arms export legislation and poor law enforcement capacity has also facilitated this trade.
More recently, the main source of arms to Africa has shifted further east, with Belarus, China, Moldova and Ukraine becoming large-scale suppliers. Moldavia is a particular concern because of the enormously insecure arsenal of arms in the TransDniestra region. 
Of the G8 countries, Russia is the main supplier of Arms to Africa. Over the last decade it has supplied significant quantities of equipment to Sudan, Ethiopia, Eritrea and Angola. President' Bush's self declared 'war on terror' has introduced a new dimension into weapons transfers in the region, with the US providing increasing levels of military assistance to countries in North, West and Eastern Africa, despite poor human rights records in some of these countries.
The UK exports relatively little military equipment to Africa (excluding South Africa), but a number of recent licensing decisions give cause for concern. This includes equipment licensed for export to Angola, Cote D'Ivorie, Ghana, Namibia and Nigeria.
Many of the arms fuelling conflict within Africa comes from within the regions. Large quantities of weapons are recycled from conflict to conflict moving across the continent's porous borders. One source of arms is the diversion or quick resale of arms imported by one African country and then re-supplied to another: for example, arms from Iran diverted via Guinea to Liberian rebels. Governments also supply other governments and rebel groups from their existing stocks."
In 2003, the US transferred arms to 18 of the 25 countries involved in active conflicts, and 20 of its top 25 arms clients in the developing world were described by the US State Department as either undemocratic or having records of major human rights abuses. This information comes from a new report by the Arms Trade Resource Center. The report recommends that the US government support the Arms Trade Treaty. 'Weapons at War' is online at http://www.worldpolicy.org/projects/arms/reports/wawjune2005.html 

It seems I have been understating the case for an ARC treaty. I think the above strengthens the case for Implementing Article 26 of the UN Charter, in which the states of the UN have committed "to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the worlds human and economic resources". That is what the Charter of the United Nations calls for. Some 191 states have signed up to the charter. It is full time they live up to their commitments and responsibility. I am convinced that the most appropriate way forward and the crucial missing part of the jig-saw puzzle of Disarmament treaties, resolution and conventions is an ARC treaty; in which the United Nations (UN) to agree a legally binding instrument requiring UN member States to reduce the amount of resources spent on arms by between 1 and 5 percent per year for a period of 10 to 25 years.

"Many more will have to suffer, many more will have to die, don't ask me why" (Bob Marley). 

To all the governments of the UN, arms makers, suppliers, terrorists, gunmen and killers I say 
"Blood run done, CEASE, NOW PEACE".
Karl Miller July 2005 - Arms Reduction Coalition www.arcuk.org 

………………………………………………………………………..

Extract of Report from the

UN General Assembly October 4-8 
From: First Committee Monitor, No. 1: October 4-8, 2004 www.reachingcriticalwill.org 
Disarmament and Development
The First Committee, as Morocco reminded Member States, is charged not only to handle matters of disarmament, but all matters relating to international security. And for many States, the notion of security is broader than the traditional concept of “national security,” which fails to take into account issues of poverty, HIV/AIDS, development, environment and health. 

The concept of “human security” was raised by numerous States throughout the high-level segment of the GA General Debate. China noted that international peace and security are threatened by numerous factors, including the “growing gap between the rich and the poor;” Ambassador Hu advocated for “a new security concept centered on equality, mutual trust, mutual benefit and cooperation” in a push to promote “common security for all countries”. 

The Netherlands, on behalf of the European Union, maintained that poverty, disease, and economic failure are often linked to the spread of violent conflict. Correspondingly, they affirmed the EU’s commitment to addressing the root causes of instability including reduction of poverty.

Many link the slow progress of development to the ever-increasing global military expenditures. 

The United Arab Emirates noted “the significant human, financial and environment losses caused by huge volumes and types of weapons used in these conflicts and the consequent difficulties of building peace in the post conflict countries. These resources could have been utilized in implementing the development programs and in promoting welfare of our people.” UAE also noted that “global military expenditure on production and stockpiling of … weapons has increased by 5% in the past year, in contradiction to the commitments and undertaking made by the States in the Millennium Declaration”. 

Brazil also noted “arms expenditures divert substantive financial, material and human resources that could otherwise be invested in social programs.” It recalled the “New York Declaration on the Action Against Hunger and Poverty” and suggested that new and innovative financing mechanisms would raise funds needed to meet the Millennium Development Goals.

Jamaica commented on the issue of global military expenditures, expressing concern that “world military spending has increased to a total of $956 billion dollars with about 75 per cent of this figure being expended by developed countries…. It is … all too clear that there has not been comparable spending in promoting economic development or in alleviating poverty.”

Zambia echoed this feeling when it stated that the First Committee has the opportunity to contribute to the strengthening of international peace and security by releasing “resources that continue to be spent on armaments in favor of human development.” Zambia also recommended that another Special Session of the GA devoted to disarmament (SSODIV) could address these issues. (See Disarmament Machinery report.)

The Holy See made a clear link between the growing rate of military expenditures and the growing global fear of terrorism and insecurity, stating “A clear result of such over-spending on the instruments of death is that governments are much less able to meet long-term commitments to education, health care and housing…. Security for all is enhanced when disarmament and development steps complement one another. We must point up the economic benefits of disarmament measures.” They also noted that while poverty and terrorism are not explicitly linked, they do share certain conditional relationships. 

Some States, including Ukraine, Jamaica and the Rio Group praised the work of the Group of Governmental Experts (GGE) on the Relationship between Disarmament and Development, established through resolution A/RES/57/65, originally sponsored by Russia. Indonesia also praised the GGE, recognizing the importance of “exercising restraint in military spending with a view to provide resources that can be utilized for social and economic development”. 

Read more about the Human Security Network at: http://www.humansecuritynetwork.org
For more information on human security and disarmament, see: http://www.reachingcriticalwill.org/social/genderdisarm/humansec.pdf -
 Susi Snyder, Women's International League for Peace and Freedom

Conventional Weapons/Small Arms and Light Weapons
While most States remain frustrated with the slow progress on nuclear disarmament and nonproliferation, the views on progress regarding conventional weapons disarmament, including small arms and light weapons (SALW) were mixed. Although many stressed the massive danger posed by these weapons, just as many were eager to note the progress that has been made in recent years to combat the scourge. 

Indonesia regarded SALW as “a menace linked with terrorist, separatist groups, drug trafficking and other forms of violence,” while Australia noted that the distribution, accumulation, spread and misuse of SALW continues to contribute to the breakdown of law and order in many regions. The Netherlands, on behalf of the European Union, asserted that regional conflict has precipitated a huge proliferation of small arms, landmines as well as increased crime. 

Turkey, along with India, is of the view that excessive accumulation and uncontrolled spread of SALW poses a significant threat to peace, security and political stability as well as to social and economic development of many communities and countries. (See Disarmament and Development report.) “It is generally believed that on average half a million people are killed each year with small arms,” stated Ambassador Ilicak, noting that 2/3 of these deaths are not attributed to armed conflicts. Bahamas, speaking on behalf of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM), said that “CARICOM States do not produce SALW, nor are we large-scale importers of this category of weapons. Yet despite our best efforts, we continue to face the uncontrolled spread of illicit weapons throughout our territories, most times through the illegal diversion of weapons from the illicit trade”.

It is worthwhile to note that last year’s resolution on tracing SALW generated one of the most contentious debates throughout the 58th session. With so much support generated through its first successful working group meeting, perhaps the adoption of this year’s resolution will command the consensus hoped for by most of the international community. 

- Dan Kuwali,
Amnesty International 
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UPCOMING EVENTS

Tuesday 19 July
LONDON. Book launch: “The United Nations and its Future in the 21st Century”. With Sir Richard Jolly, Caroline Lucas MEP and more. Friends House, Euston. 6.30 pm. 

26 July to 9 august  

INTERNATIONAL. International Peace Walk. Organised by For Mother Earth to mark the 60th anniversary of the nuclear bombing of Hiroshima and Nagasaki. The walk is about 250km and will start in Ypres and end at the NATO nuclear weapons base in Kleine Brogel, where there will be a peace camp from 6-9th August.  For more information visit: http://www.motherearth.org/walk/ieper.php
10 September 

EVERYWHERE. Make Poverty History White Band Day 2

Sunday 11 September

LONDON. MANA Concert for Peace with Tony Lamb (clarinet) and John Flinders (piano). Lauderdale House, Highgate Hill, N6 7.30 pm. Info from MANA Administration, 71 Greenfield Gardens, London NW2 1HU. 020 8455 1030. 

13 -16 September

LONDON. ExCel Arms Fair (DSEi) Campaign Against Arms Trade, 11 Goodwin St, London N4 3HQ Tel: +44-(0)20 7281 0297 Fax: +44-(0)20 7281 4369. http://www.caat.org.uk/ 

Wednesday 21 September

WORLDWIDE. International Day of Peace. In 1981, the General Assembly declared that the opening day of its regular session in September "shall be officially dedicated and observed as the International Day of Peace and shall be devoted to commemorating and strengthening the ideals of peace both within and among all nations and peoples" (UN resolution 36/67). See also Peace One Day: http://www.peaceoneday.org
1 – 8 October

WORLDWIDE. Keep Space for Peace week. http://www.space4peace.org/ or Yorkshire CND: info@yorkshirecnd.org.uk or visit: www.yorkshirecnd.org.uk
Saturday 8 October

FARINGDON. Launch of ‘Month for Peace’ to celebrate 25 years of Faringdon Peace Group campaigning for peace. Meeting in afternoon with speakers: Bruce Kent, John McDonnell MP and Tony Benn. Details: 01367 710308 or chesterton1 @ tiscali.co.uk. Other events to be announced later. 

15 – 16 October

TBC. CND Annual Conference.

9 - 16 October
COUNTRYWIDE. Week of Prayer for World Peace.

16 – 23 October

COUNTRYWIDE. One World Week. "Promises, promises – make poverty history". http://www.oneworldweek.org/ PO Box 2555, Reading RG1 4XW Tel 0118 9394933 Fax 0118 9394936 e-mail enquiries@oneworldweek.org e-mail scotland@oneworldweek.org
Saturday 22 October
LONDON. Scientists for Global Responsibility's Annual Conference and AGM at Friends House in Central London. This will be a joint event with Architects and Engineers for Social Responsibility (AESR) and will discuss formal proposals for a merger of the two organisations. Speakers will include Professor David Webb, Professor Keith Barnham and Mark Whitby FREng FICE FIStructE who will discuss a range of ethical issues in science, design and technology. Further details will appear on the SGR web site <http://www.sgr.org.uk> and be sent to members closer to the date.

24 – 30 October

WORLDWIDE. Disarmament Week. http://www.un.org/depts/dhl/disarmament/index.html
24 October
EVERYWHERE. UN Day – 60th Anniversary.

11-13 November
PRAGUE. Conference and other events in honour of Bertha von Suttner, who in 1905 was the first woman to receive the Nobel Peace Prize. Details from International Peace Bureau, Geneva or berthasuttnerova@seznam.cz
Sunday 13 November
EVERYWHERE. Remembrance Sunday. Amongst the events will be Movement for the Abolition War annual peace lecture at the Imperial War Museum. Guest speaker will be Martin Bell. See http://www.abolishwar.org.uk/events.shtml for more details. 

Saturday 19 November
LONDON. Movement for the Abolition of War AGM. http://www.abolishwar.org.uk/events.shtml
Saturday 3 December
LONDON. World Disarmament Campaign Autumn Conference. Bloomsbury Baptist Church. WDC, PO Box 28209, Edinburgh, EH9 1ZR. Email. 

ARC Patrons Summary

Denis Halliday - former United Nations Humanitarian Coordinator in Iraq (1997-1998). 34 year career with the UN in development and humanitarian assistance. Nominated for the Nobel Peace Prize in 2000. 

Bruce Kent - Founder Movement for the Abolition of War. Member or leadership of many organisations such as CND, Abolition 2000 UK, UNA, Amnesty, War on Want. 

Lord Archer of Sandwell - Member of House of Lords; interests: human rights, disarmament. Barrister, M.P., Parliamentary Private Secretary, Queen's Counsel, Bencher¸ Privy Counsellor, Crown Court Recorder, Baron, Lord.

Alice Mahon MP - Health Select Committee. All-Party Group on Breast Cancer. Committee for Security and Co-operation, Parliamentary Assembly of NATO. Former nurse, lecturer, trade unionist.

Federico Mayor Zaragoza - Head of UNESCO (1987-1999); created the Culture of Peace Program. Leadership of Fundación Cultura de Paz, Organising Committee World Campaign for In-depth reform of International Institutions UBUNTU - World Forum of Networks.

Linda Melvern is one of Britain’s leading investigative journalists. Honorary Fellow of the University of Wales, Aberystwyth. She is an expert on the 1994 Rwandan genocide. 
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The Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC) is campaigning for the states of the UN to agree and implement a legally binding instrument, to reduce the amount of resources spent on arms by between 1 and 5 percent for a period of between 10 and 25 years, and to spend the resources saved on programmes that benefit humanity and the earth. This reasonable proposal is based on Implementing Article 26 of the UN Charter, which the states of the UN have committed “to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the worlds human and economic resources”.
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