Support us
I / We support and endorse (* the Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC) Resolution and wish to be a member (* of ARC. 

(* Please tick to endorse and / or become a member)

Name

Organisation represented (if Applicable)

Signature

Date

Address

Postcode

Phone

Email

Website

I / We Enclose:

Subscription**
£

Donation
£

**Individuals: £5 (or what you can afford):

ARC promises not to pass any of your details on to other organisations or third parties without your expressed permission.

**Organisations: £20. (or what you can afford):

ARC promises not to pass your email details on to other organisations or third parties without your expressed permission. ARC will automatically include a link to your website on ARC's website; unless you state otherwise. 

Please link to ARC's website www.arcuk.org.
Please make cheques payable to:

ARMS REDUCTION COALITION
Please send to: ARC Treasurer
PO Box 42567, London, E1 2WP.
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The Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC):

Concerned by the obstacles, threats and difficulties that the large amounts of arms in circulation pose to the maintenance of peace and security and to Non-Governmental Organisations and UN departments in carrying out their work;

Concerned by the disproportionately large amount of the world’s human and economic resources being expended on arms;

Recalling that Article 26 of the United Nations (UN) Charter calls for “the least diversion for armaments of the world’s human and economic resources”;

Calls upon the United Nations General assembly, to agree, and for all signatory States of The United Nations to ratify, a legally binding instrument:

a)
for reducing the diversion for armaments of their State’s human and economic resources by between one and five percent per year;

b)
to establish and maintain systems that enable annual independent verification and auditing of their States compliance;

c)
to establish a United Nations mechanism to facilitate implementation; dealing with such matters as non-compliance, concessions, reporting and auditing standards, and the publication of targets and achievements annually;

d)
that specifies how amounts diverted from armaments are to be used on State and UN programmes such as poverty reduction, sustainable development, conflict prevention, peaceful resolution of conflict, protecting the vulnerable, maintaining the environment; and effective and efficient implementation of the legally binding Instrument;

e)
that gives full opportunities to non-governmental organisations and other non state actors to make their contributions in implementation, compliance and allocation of resources;

f)
that requires review and re-commitment by the States to the legally binding Instrument after a period of between 10 and 25 years.
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Join the Arms Reduction Coalition to implement Article 26 by transferring resources from arms to programmes that help the earth and its inhabitants.

Arms Reduction Coalition (ARC)

PO Box 42567, London E1 2WP

 Tel: 07903 967 355 / 07776 231 018

Email: info@arcuk.org 

Web Site: www.arcuk.org
Some Quotes

"Every gun, every warship, every tank and every military aircraft built is, in the final analysis, a theft from those who are hungry and are not fed, from those who are naked and are not clothed."
Dwight D Eisenhower, General Commander Allied Forces, World War 2 and US President 1952-1960 (from Peace New's Nonviolent Action Issue 22 June 2001) 

1 jet fighter sold from a developed to a developing country would pay for the education of 3 million children in that country for a year.

"Our vision is of ..... a world where peace and human security, as envisioned in the principles of the United Nations Charter, replace armaments, violent conflicts and wars.... The UN and its member states have failed to fulfil their primary responsibility of maintaining peace and preserving human life. "
"Disarmament is not the only way to peace. It must be accompanied by genuine human security. … The world community … have the resources and knowledge to move from a culture of violence to a culture of peace."...
"The Forum urges: ... Governments... To initiate a world-wide freeze on armed forces and a 25% cut in production and export of major weapons and small arms, ... as the beginning of world-wide build-down of conventional forces."
We the Peoples Millennium Forum Declaration and Agenda for Action. Strengthening the United Nations for the 21st Century - Declaration of over 1,350 representatives of over 1,000 NGO from more than 100 countries. May 2000.

Around 500 million small arms, 22,000 Nuclear warheads, 70,000 tons of chemical warfare agents (unknown tons of germ warfare agents) are threatening international peace and security, and hindering the work of many Non-Governmental Organisations and UN departments
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Peace in the 21st century demands a shift from the 20th century's expenditures on the military to civilian programs that safeguard human security. Disarmament will entail making drastic cuts in weapons, forces and military budgets. Demilitarisation will require transforming the military economy to a peace economy by allocating resources for programs that ensure the well being of the world's citizens - that provide for the basic human rights of food, shelter, education, work, health, security and peace. It will require global adherence to the United nations Charter and to the development of non-military security structures and peace-making institutions. 
As a first step toward disarmament and demilitarisation, the Hague Appeal for Peace endorses the Women's Peace Petition, which calls for a 5% reduction a year for 5 years in military spending and the reallocation of these substantial resources toward human security programs and peace education.
The Hague Agenda for Peace and Justice for the 21st Century - UN Ref: A/54/98 www.haguepeace.org
The value of the world's arms trade is currently over $800 bn (Billion Dollars) per year. A one percent year on year reduction on the previous year’s expenditure would make $8bn available. Over ten years this would total $73 bn available for the improvement of humankind and preservation of our common home - Earth. During the same ten years $7,573 bn would still have been spent on things to kill people.

Who Are We?
ARC is calling for the United Nations (UN) to agree a legally binding instrument requiring UN member States to reduce the amount of resources spent on arms by between 1 and 5 percent per year for a period of 10 to 25 years.. This is based on Article 26 of the UN Charter which states “In order to promote the establishment and maintenance of international peace and security with the least diversion for armaments of the world’s human and economic resources, the Security Council shall be responsible for formulating…, plans to be submitted to the Members of the United Nations for the establishment of a system for the regulation of armaments”

ARC was formally launched at a meeting organised by Action for UN Renewal ( www.action-for-un-renewal.org.uk ) on 7th May 2002  in London, UK.

Join us!
The ARC campaign is open to individuals and organisations. You are invited to join with us in this important initiative. 

We are asking for any support you can give. This could include :

1) Endorsing the ARC resolution and / or becoming a member of ARC.

2) Offer of resources (human, financial, physical) 

3) Invite us to speak at a local meeting.

4) Write or approach academics, experts, policy makers etc. to write papers (that we can publish) on ARC's resolution and aims.

5) Informing others of ARC (e.g. discussing ARC with friends, distributing our leaflet to your organisation's members, hold local meeting).

Set up a Local ARC.

ARC is an international campaign. Please contact us for details of similar organisations in your country or if you are interested in setting up a national or local Arms Reduction Coalition.
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